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expression which would bring you no ordinary
fame. But always keep nationality in view - nation-
ality and once again nationality.... Just as there
is a native climate, so is there a native melody*
The mountains, forests, streams and plains all
have a native, inward voice. I am convinced
that a Slav opera, brought into being by a com-
poser rich in emotion and ideas, will shine one
day lite a new sun in the world of music.53
Witwicki continues by advising his friend to
search for Slav folk-songs wherever he goes, to
write them down and study them. Many paths
of speculation run from this letter. Although
Chopin did not choose the opera-house as his
field of action, there is a prophetic note in this
earnest exhortation. No opera by Chopin shines
like a sun in our world, but, instead, a beauty of
melody that is no less effulgent. Yet we may be
permitted to believe that if Chopin had kept only
nationality in view, that beauty would have been
less comprehensive, less enduring. It is because
Chopin's singing transcends the national element
that it has power to enchant us so.

The result of a deliberate nationalism in music
is seen in Smetana's Bartered Bride. In the opera-
houses of Czechoslovakia performances of the
work are in the nature of a ritual, a national ob-
servance. Elsewhere the opera excited curiosity
at first but has failed to find a secure place in the
repertory. The reason becomes apparent when
Smetana's treatment of an indigenous theme is
compared with Wagner's, for example, in The